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INJUNCTION AGAINST ALBERTA PUBLIC SECTOR 
WAGE BILL IS OVERTURNED 

Further to the July 4, 2019 Legislative Briefing regarding the Alberta Public Sector Wage Arbitration Deferral Act, a 

judge granted an injunction that would have prevented the government of Alberta from implementing this legislation, 

but the injunction has since been overturned by the Alberta Court of Appeal.   

Background 

The legislation, Bill 9 - Public Sector Wage Arbitration Deferral Act will postpone the start of wage arbitration 
hearings, or temporarily suspend those already underway, until October 31, 2019.  The legislation will affect 24 
collective agreements, covering approximately 180,000 public sector employees. 

The Alberta Union of Provincial Employees (AUPE) was successful in their bid for an injunction to prevent the 
Alberta United Conservative Government from implementing the legislation.  Justice Eric Macklin granted the bid, 
stating “It is in the long-term public interest for the public to see that its government cannot unilaterally change its 
contractual obligations through legislation that may interfere with Charter rights.”  He further commented that the 
public expects that parties to an agreement will honour commitments made in agreements, regardless of who the 
parties may be. 

The province appealed the ruling, reiterating that Bill 9 is a prudent approach to ensure that the government has 
the necessary information required in advance of wage negotiations. 

Current Status 

The Alberta Court of Appeal overturned the injunction, and Bill 9 will come back into effect.  In their decision, the 
judges wrote that the only harm they could see from Bill 9 was a four-month delay to the start of arbitration.  

AUPE and other unions have filed a separate challenge on the constitutionality of Bill 9, but no date for that trial 
has been set.    

 

 

http://www.res360.ca/publications/Publications/V18-Legislative_Briefing-Alberta_to_Postpone_Wage_Arbitration_Hearings-2019_07_04.pdf


 

 2 

Legislative Briefing 

Injunction Against Alberta Public Sector Wage Bill 

Vol. 20, September 16, 2019 

 
QUESTIONS? 

If you have any comments or questions about this update please contact Regional Employers Services at 
res360@metrovancouver.org or 604-451-6558. 
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